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A Study on the Construction of the Internal Appeal System for Convicts
in the Context of the Revision of the Prison Law
Wang Lin

Abstract: This article focuses on the construction of the internal appeal system for convicts under the background of
the revision of the Prison Law. Article 7 of the Prison Law stipulates that convicts’ right to appeal and other rights not
legally deprived or restricted shall not be infringed. However, the protection and realization of these rights requires
systemic refinement within the legal framework. Regarding convicts’ disputes with the prison or the punishments
they face, an internal appeal system must be established within the prison to ensure comprehensive remedies for the
rights of convicts, who are the weaker party in such conflicts. The internal appeal system for convicts serves as a rights-
redress mechanism to resolve disputes between convicts and the prison. Currently, the constraints on the protection of
convicts’ rights to internal appeal include: insufficient emphasis on the importance of such rights, inadequate legislative
efforts for prison-related laws, unclear channels for internal appeals, non-standardized procedures for handling
appeals, and the highly closed environment of prisons that weakens external oversight. In light of the new opportunities
and requirements brought by the revision of the Prison Law, the construction of an internal appeal system must be
strengthened. This includes improving the wording of convicts’ internal appeal rights in the Prison Law, clarifying
jurisdiction, adjudication, and appeal procedures for handling internal appeal cases, and establishing a scientific and

reasonable internal appeal system.
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