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The Modern Transformation of the “Collaborative Gene” in Qin Dynasty’s
Grassroots Governance: Critical Inheritance and Enlightenment of the
Public Order Mechanisms in the Shuihudi Qin Bamboo Slips
Liu Guosheng

Abstract: The Shuihudi Qin Bamboo Slips reveal the existence of an inheritable “collaborative gene” in the Qin
Dynasty’s grassroots public order governance. This refers to an inherent logic of integrating governance resources
through the systematic linkage of actors, institutions, and processes. Placing this historical paradigm within the
perspective of modern collaborative governance theory, this study analyzes the specific forms and operational logic of its
“authoritarian collaboration” across three dimensions: actor collaboration, institutional collaboration, and procedural
collaboration. Employing a dialectical materialist view of history, the study offers a profound critique of its inherent
limitations, which were rooted in imperial autocracy and the suppression of societal autonomy. On this basis, the paper
focuses on how to achieve a “creative transformation”. This entails stripping away its autocratic core while extracting
the essence of its organizational wisdom and process management expertise. Integrating the contemporary concept
of “co-building, co-governing, and co-sharing” with practical policing cases, the study ultimately distills insights for
strengthening the police-civilian co-governance culture and enhancing the new-quality combat capability in the new era

from three aspects - value reconstruction, institutional innovation, and technological empowerment.

Keywords: Qin Dynasty’s Grassroots Public Order; Collaborative Gene; Shuihudi Qin Bamboo Slips; Public Order

Mechanism; Critical Inheritance and Enlightenment
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